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New Addition to Our 
Psychosocial Research Team 

 

Mattie Miracle is fortunate to have a Core Team of leaders who
developed and are now working on the implementation of the
Psychosocial Standards of Care for Children with
Cancer and Their Families. We are proud to have 
Dr. Amanda Thompson (Chief of Pediatric Psychology at Life
with Cancer, Fairfax, VA), officially join this core team.
 
Amanda authored two of the 15 Psychosocial Standards of
Care that were published in Pediatric Blood and Cancer  in
2015 and has been an integral part of the Psychosocial
Standards research project for over five years. Given that
Amanda and Mattie Miracle work in the National Capital
Region, we have had the opportunity to cross paths at several
local conferences and meetings. With each encounter, it was
clear to us that Amanda is not only a competent psychologist
but has a deep understanding for the psychosocial issues and
concerns experienced by children with cancer and their
families.
 
Mattie Miracle is proud to support the upcoming publication of
the Psychosocial Standards of Care Toolkit , which includes
the Matrix and Guidelines. These evidence-based tools were
develop by the core team and the authors of the Psychosocial
Standards of Care. We are grateful to this amazing group of
professionals who understand that the Matrix (a Likert based
assessment to help clinicians rate how well their treatment
program is meeting each Standard of Care) and Guidelines
(an evidence-based road map that will help programs improve
their score on the Matrix and thereby more effectively meet
each Standard of Care) are essential tools to ensure that every
child with cancer and their family receives an optimal level of
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psychosocial care.

Click on Learn More to read Dr. Thompson's biography.
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Supporting Innovative Research

Mattie Miracle is proud to support research grants that focus on the implementation of the
Psychosocial Standards of Care through the American Psychosocial Oncology Society . The
Psychosocial Standards of Care were designed to ensure that optimal psychosocial care is
provided to children and families from the time of diagnosis, throughout treatment, into
survivorship or end of life and bereavement care. Mattie Miracle awarded an implementation
grant of $5,000 to Dr. Alexandra Psihogios at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia. This grant
supported Dr. Psihogios' use of mobile technology in assessing the adherence of oral
chemotherapy for adolescents and young adults with acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
 
Adherence to treatment needs to be assessed routinely and Mattie Miracle is committed to
supporting innovative psychosocial interventions that will improve the quality of life for children
with cancer and their families. Funding Dr. Psihogios' research exemplifies our mission.

 
Click on Learn More to read Dr. Psihogios' reflections on her adherence research.
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Psychosocial Standards Guiding Care

On March 20, 2020, Mattie Miracle had the opportunity to participate in the American
Psychosocial Oncology Society's (APOS) Pediatric Special Interest Group conference call.
Multiple clinicians, included Dr. Kate Eshleman (from Cleveland Clinic Children's Hospital),
discussed their use of the Psychosocial Standards of Care in their clinical practice. Not only
were clinicians familiar with the Standards of Care but they were actively implementing them
at their institutions. Mattie Miracle appreciated the candor on the call, as clinicians thought
their institutions were meeting the Psychosocial Standards of Care quite well until they used
the Matrix (a Likert based assessment to help clinicians rate how well their treatment program
is meeting each Standard of Care) to assess their programs. 

Mattie Miracle is excited to support the upcoming publication of the Psychosocial Standards of
Care Toolkit, which is comprised of the Matrix and Guidelines. We believe every treatment
institution out there (no matter their size or funding level) will have the same 'ah ah' moment
as expressed on this conference call. The Standards were designed to optimize the
psychosocial care provided to children with cancer and their families and the Matrix and
Guidelines will help to make this possible. 

Click on Learn More to read Dr. Eshleman's insights on the use of the Standards in
clinical practice. 
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