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Spreading our Psychosocial
Message

 

In the Fall of 2019, Mattie Miracle was contacted by Donna
Speckhard, a childhood cancer advocate. Donna was
personally impacted by childhood cancer when her close
friend's son died at the age of 13 from Glioblastoma Multiform
(GBM). Two days before he died, Donna promised him that she
would become an active childhood cancer advocate. 

As a passionate advocate, Donna decided to create a
docuseries that would give a voice to the real issues children
with cancer and their families face. The Promise docuseries is
fully funded by the non-cancer community and created by Risk
It Productions. Mattie Miracle was honored to be selected as
one of the seven stories highlighted in this docuseries. 

The docuseries focuses on a wide range of topics including but
not limited to: 

Statistics and Common Misconceptions
Treatments and Trials
Relapse and Remission
Research
Legislative Actions
Advocacy

On October 21, 2019, Mattie Miracle had a 90-minute interview
with Kristi Gatto, the director of The Promise. It was a very
thought provoking, engaging, and at times emotional interview
that confronted why CHILDHOOD CANCER IS NOT JUST
ABOUT THE MEDICINE. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

March, 2020
Symposium at the American
Psychosocial Oncology
Society Conference 
(Portland, OR)

March 15, 2020
Non-Profit leadership
presentation for the National
Charity League
(Alexandria, VA)

April 13, 2020
9th Annual Item Drive
Wish List

May 17, 2020
11th Annual Walk & Family
Festival (Alexandria, VA)

http://www.mattiemiracle.com
https://www.mattiemiracle.com/awareness
https://www.thepromisedoc.com/
http://riskitproductions.com/
http://www.mattiemiracle.com/give
http://www.mattiemiracle.com/about
https://cfcgiving.opm.gov/welcome
https://apos-society.org/annual-conference/apos-annual-conference/
https://portcity.nationalcharityleague.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2K0GLFO4FPOA0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.mmcfwalk.com
https://greatnonprofits.org/org/mattie-miracle-cancer-foundation
https://www.drcandelora.com/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2K0GLFO4FPOA0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.mmcfwalk.com


Click on Learn More for information about the interview
and to watch a video clip.
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Support from Across the Country
  

In the Fall of 2019, Mattie Miracle's president had the opportunity to be connected to Dr. Ryan
Candelora, a dentist in Southern California. Dr. Candelora heard about Mattie Miracle from
his patients and wanted to get involved in the Foundation's work. Through our conversations
with Dr. Candelora, it was evident that he understood the importance of psychosocial care
and meeting the needs of the whole patient and family.

Dr. Candelora was particularly interested in the Mattie Miracle Snack and Item Carts and
wanted to know more about the types of items featured on the Carts. Soon after our
conversation, a box of 450 toothbrushes arrived in the mail with a note. The note indicated
that Mattie Miracle would receive 450 toothbrushes every six months  because Dr.
Candelora believes in supporting a great cause. 

When parents have to take their child to the hospital, the focus is getting there quickly to
access treatment. There is no time to plan for the items family members may need like
toiletries and a toothbrush. Which is why the Mattie Miracle Carts are considered true gifts by
in-patient pediatric families. We want to thank Dr. Candelora for his generosity and for helping
us fulfill our psychosocial mission. 

https://www.mattiemiracle.com/awareness


     

Looking for ways
to get involved?

We need your help stocking our Snack and Item Carts. Our Toiletry Drive is an annual event
that we host in memory of Mattie Brown's April birthday. The Drive helps to stock our snack
and item carts at MedStar Georgetown University Hospital (Washington, DC) and Children's
Hospital at Sinai (Baltimore, MD). These Carts provide free candy, nutritious 
snacks, drinks, and toiletries to families caring for a child with cancer or other life threatening
illnesses. 

From June 2019 to December 2019, our Carts supported over 1,050 in-patient pediatric
families. These Carts are considered lifesavers and are greeted with sheer appreciation and
gratitude. This is an example of what families are saying about our Carts:

"The cart brightens my day." ~ Sinai parent
"Thank you Mattie Miracle.... you brought us happiness." ~ Sinai parent
"The cart has drawers full of joy." ~ Sinai parent
"As a parent, the snack cart is very helpful, especially in the evening when nothing is
open.The cart comes around throughout the week, but I am also able to go to the child
life office at any time to get items that I need from the cart. I love everything on the
cart, especially the toiletries." ~ MedStar Georgetown parent 

Getting involved in our Toiletry Drive is easy! We have created an on-line wish list for your
convenience and as always we welcome schools, businesses, and community groups who
wish to host their own toiletry drive for the Foundation. We request that all items be received
by the Foundation on or before April 13th. 

Click on Wish List to support our April Toiletry Drive.
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Walking for 
Mattie Miracles

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2K0GLFO4FPOA0?ref_=wl_share


Come join the fun at our 11th Annual Walk & Family Festival. There is something to do for
everyone and the event generates over 85% of our budget to fund our psychosocial programs
and initiatives. Walk funds are not used to support overhead or administrative costs. Check
out our event website today and consider walking with us, purchasing raffle tickets, and being
an event sponsor. 

Date: Sunday, May 17, 2020
Time: 10am to 2pm

Location: 1000 St. Stephen's Road, Alexandria, VA

Walk Highlights

A Challenge Walk
An amazing Raffle with baskets worth over $500 each

The Mike Grusholt Corn Hole Tournament with great prizes
Music by Rack Impact Entertainment

Food by DC Empanadas, The Big Cheese, Rockland's BBQ & Hershey's Shake Shop
Lego City Scapes and Trains by WamaLTC

A moon bounce and an inflatable challenge obstacle course
Caricatures by Dylan Draws Stuff

Reptiles Alive Show and Meet & Greet with exotic animals
Face Painting & Balloon Twists by Beaux Lou Events

Magic Show by Bob Weiman
Vendor Tables hosted by our Corporate Sponsors

Lawn Games
Crafts

Click on Learn More for information about the Walk & Family Festival.
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https://www.mmcfwalk.com/b72af62/regCatalog/products/?p=b017604e
https://rackimpactentertainment.webs.com/
http://dcempanadas.com/
https://www.bigcheesetruck.com/
https://rocklands.com/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Tina-Laroche/100007427989442
http://wamaltc.org/
https://fwworld.com/party-rentals/inflatables/combo-bouncers/funny-farm-combo/
https://fwworld.com/party-rentals/inflatables/obstacle-courses/high-voltage-grinder-warped-wall/
http://www.dylandrawsstuff.com/
http://www.reptilesalive.com/
https://www.beauxlouevents.com/lou-s-face-painting
http://blog.sssas.org/5-reasons-your-child-should-learn-magic
https://www.mmcfwalk.com/b72af62/regPages/sponsors/?p=af15db2e
http://www.mmcfwalk.com
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1114973702347&ea=&a=1133949247586
https://www.facebook.com/mattiemiracle.cancerfoundation
https://twitter.com/MattieMiracleCF
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mattiemiraclecancerfoundation
http://mattiebear.blogspot.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/?ie=UTF8&ein=27-1238358&ref_=smi_ge_rl_rd_gw
http://www.guidestar.org/profile/27-1238358
http://mattiebear.blogspot.com/

