
 

10TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT – GREETINGS FROM VICTORIA SARDI-BROWN  

(CO-FOUNDER & PRESIDENT) 

 

THANK YOUs 

1. Good evening my name is Victoria Sardi-Brown. I am the president and co-founder of the Mattie 

Miracle Cancer Foundation. 

 

2. Happy 10th anniversary to Mattie Miracle! It is wonderful to be surrounded by so many Friends of 

Mattie Miracle, both our long-standing supporters who have been with us from the beginning and 

those of you who are new to our Foundation family. It means a lot to us that you are sharing your 

Thursday evening with us and chose to be here to learn more about our vision for the next ten years.  

 

3. Tonight, would not be possible without Debbie and Peter Keefe, who have opened their beautiful 
home to host this event.  

 
4. I also want to thank our incredible Host Committee for planning and coordinating tonight’s 10th 

anniversary celebration. We are very grateful for their time, energy, and commitment to making 
tonight a reality. Host Committee:  
Leslie Woolley & Doyle Bartlett 
Christine & James Cooper 
Laura & Paul Cunningham  
Peggy & Dave Elkind 
Jo & David Felsenthal  
Dawnee & Greg Giammittorio  
Ann & Bob Henshaw 
Debbie & Peter Keefe  
Diane & John Mauk 
Alison & Kyle McSlarrow  
Cecile & Peter Phillips  
Patricia & Bernie Tilch 
 

5. We want to thank our current Mattie Miracle Board (Peggy Elkind, Ann Henshaw, Margy Jost, Aziza 

Shad, and Brett Thompson) for being here tonight and we also want to say thank you to our out-going 

board members (Tamra Benstsen, Bob Henshaw, Peter Keefe, Nita Seibel) for their years of service.  It 

is my hope that you will have the opportunity to talk with several of our board members tonight. 

 

 



 

AGENDA 

1. Tonight, you will hear from six of us. After I give you a little background on Mattie Miracle, then Dr. 

Aziza Shad, chief of pediatrics at the Children’s Hospital at Sinai in Baltimore. Aziza is no stranger to 

us, as she was the doctor on call the day Mattie died. Aziza may have been Mattie’s doctor, but to this 

day she is there for Peter and me, whenever we text her…. and I mean at any time of day and 

regardless of the time zone she is in. However, she doesn’t just do this with us, she does this with all 

her patients’ families. Which is what makes her an exceptional physician.  

 

2. Next will be Adina Levitan. Adina is the Mattie Miracle Child Life Specialist at Children’s Hospital at 

Sinai. Adina is the fourth child life specialist we have funded, but she is the first person we have hired 

who donates to the Foundation and actively promotes Mattie Miracle in the community.   

 

3. Following Adina, you will hear from Dr. Lori Wiener. Lori is the co-director of the Behavioral Health 

Core and head of the Psychosocial Support and Research Program at the National Institutes of Health. 

We have known Lori since 2012, and I will be forever grateful to her, for she not only shares our vision 

on the importance of psychological and social support for children with cancer but with her 

leadership, she has made our vision a reality. It is a privilege to know her professionally but an honor 

to have her as our friend.  

 

4. Following Lori, you will hear from my husband Peter - who is the CEO and Co-founder of Mattie 

Miracle. Peter will highlight Mattie Miracle’s next steps and how your support assists us as we ensure 

that every child and family has access to optimal psychological and social support.  

 

5. Lastly you will hear from several members of the host committee. 

 

 

CONTEXT 

1. What happens when you hear the four words… your child has cancer? What happens when your child 

dies 14 months after diagnosis? Well, I unfortunately don’t have to wonder about either of these 

questions, because they define my life. On the day that Mattie died, I remember Aziza talking to me in 

the hospital hallway, right outside Mattie’s room. She wanted to know what was I going to do? And 

honestly back then, I just had no idea. I wasn’t sure if I could or would want to survive.    

2. I am here today, ten years later, because of the incredible love and support from our Mattie Miracle 

community and because my life’s mission is to carry on Mattie’s legacy, and help other children and 

families like ours.  

3. Back in 2009, when the Foundation was created, many larger childhood cancer organizations told us 

we wouldn’t be around for more than 3 years. Well not only have we made it, we are the only 

national non-profit dedicated to psychosocial support (3,500 children a year), awareness (educate 

school groups, we present at colleges and at conferences), advocacy (we created the first house 

resolution on psychosocial care and include psychosocial language in the STAR act, which was signed 

into law in June of 2018), and research (we had the vision to develop psychosocial standards of care 

and have funded over $55,000 worth of research grants this year alone).  



4. So why are we into psychosocial support, awareness, advocacy, and research? The one-word answer 

is Mattie. Mattie showed us that childhood cancer is NOT JUST ABOUT THE MEDICINE. There is a real 

psychological and social component to the disease. When Mattie was 6 years old, he was diagnosed 

with bone cancer. Within the first three months of treatment, he developed clinical depression, 

anxiety, and medical traumatic stress. Things he didn’t have prior to treatment. 

5. We saw when Mattie’s emotional and social needs were addressed, his outlook improved, and it was 

easier for him to receive medical care. However, we observed throughout treatment that there was 

no consistent support for managing his or our own psychological and social needs.  

6. Why? Because there were no standards for psychosocial care. 

7. So this became our mission….. to develop the first evidence based Psychosocial Standards of Care. 

Standards designed to ensure optimal psychosocial care to children and families from the time of 

diagnosis, through treatment, into survivorship or end of life and bereavement care. With over 80 

health care professionals from the US, Canada and the Netherlands involved in their development and 

it was published in a top tier medical journal.  

8. I leave you with two things. First, Pediatric Blood & Cancer, the leading journal in the field of pediatric 

oncology, reports that the Psychosocial Standards of Care are the most frequently downloaded 

publication since 2015. Signaling that there was a need for them within the clinical, research, and the 

advocacy community.  

9. Second, this year, while on the National Mall at an awareness event, a mom came into our Mattie 

Miracle tent to talk with me. Suzanne wanted me to know that I met her son Charlie in 2017. She 

went on to tell me that I spoke to Charlie and shared with him a brochure about the Psychosocial 

Standards of Care. Apparently, Charlie went back to his hospital in Syracuse NY and shared this 

brochure with his providers. Suzanne told me that our Standards have changed the way Psychosocial 

care is provided in Syracuse and that the psychosocial program is named in memory of Charlie.  

10. The Standards of Care were born out of Mattie’s cancer journey and they are Mattie’s legacy. I invite 

you to learn how you can join us as we put these standards into practice at treatment sites around the 

country. We may not be able to prevent children from being diagnosed with cancer, but we certainly 

can do something today, right now, to improve the quality of life for every child with cancer and their 

families.  

 

 


